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PERSONAL AND LITERARY.OF GENERAL INTEREST.

In order to prevent "Tear-cnd- " cob
lisions a western railroad l.ns issued an
oruer that every passenger train must
havo a flugnuin on tho rear platform
constantly, and this flagman must not
leave his post to cat or sleep until he is
relieved by some one capable of stand-
ing watch.

There was sold .recently one hun-
dred acres of the old Webster home-
stead at Marshlield, including the old
observatory on Bhiek mount. The
deeds show that,. Daniel Wobbter pur-
chased part of tho property in 1844.
The Boston woman who'hasbonglit the
land coveted it on account of its histor-
ical associations, which sho wishes to
Ece preserved.

With the cheapening of silver hns
come an extension of its use in the fine
arts that promises in time to widen the
market for the products of the Colorado
mines. People are buying in solid sil-

ver many small articles that used to be
plated, and silver plate has been sub-
stituted in other cases where hitherto
the baser metals have been almost ex-

clusively used. It looks us if fashion
could have a great deal to do with sil-

ver for the next five years.
The increase of insanity in Georgia

has teen so rapid that the capacity of
the buildings provided for the insane is

HEI LAST CAST.

V W. ADDISON.

Copyright, IBM, B, Iho Author
T WAS In the
Alvarez circus
that two Ger
mans, dressed
as Chinese,
were exhibiting
their skill iu
that most dun-gero-

per-
formance of
knife-thr- o w-- i

n p . an art
which is fast
dying out

The Chinese
were the first

m the forties, and for the timo
Doing gained for themselves ennKidnr.
able popularity by their remarkable
ueimess and skill.

! iiou m lno aivarcz circus were
man and wife she, with a serene smile
on her lips, her long, fair hair hanging
loosely over her shoulders, her deep,
blue eyes directed fearlessly and full of
confidence towards her comrade; he,
firm and cool, with an expression of su-
preme indifference to the danger his
wife so boldly and unflinchingly faced.

Tho couple, seemed to mock death,
playing with him as with a tame tiger-ca- t

But, however bloodcurdling the sang
froid of this couple' might be, they
were dwarfed into insignificance in
comparison with an incident dating
from my strolling days, which comes
all tho more vividly before my mind's
eye, tho remoter it is from that adven-
turous, precarious timo when I, a gypsy
among gypsies, strode in front of the
green caravan, which, slowly followed
by street curs barking furiously at iU

SEEM TO MOCK DEATH.

Inmates, rumbled along in the evening,
with the last rays of the dying sun
glinting on tho gnarled window panes.

Brigantina!
Oh! how distinctly I see that dark

pypsy girl with the supple, panther-lik- e

form, tho "attraction of tho stroll-
ing circus of Belli," who, at the time of
this story was "doing" the southern
provinces of Holland.

Her equestrian feats were the most
striking. Why she remained with the
small circus proprietor for the paltry
salary she was receiving, when she
might have had splendid remunerative
engagements in the largest and most
renowned circuses, was a mystery to
tne at first

But then I saw later on that Brigan-

tina cherished a desire to become Mme.

Belli.
Belli was a young man of not more

than five and twenty years of age, hav-

ing inherited the circus not long before
this from his parents, who had both
died suddenly one after the other.

The circus was composed of half a
dozen green caravans and a couple of
dozen of tolerably good horses.

Tho pride of tho circus, however, was
a really well-traine- d elephant, "Moffa,"
which was brought into tho ring by
Belli and Brigantina in turns.

The proprietor, w ith his Koman nose,
coal-blac- k mustache and athletic, well-bui- lt

fiirure. was a prototype of a brut
al masculine beau of the annual fair

a hizhwav Apollo, and
rwprbparinar in his treatment with his
subordinates.

Brigantina always rode in Indian
rtrpss a short skirt, edged with
feathers and shells, with a string of
coral beads around her neck, and at
her side a blue silk pouch, containing
email, erilded juggling balls.

With one leap she vaulted on to the
bare back of her gray horse, and with
rat-lik- e agility bent forward, pitching

the balls high up into the air, catching
horn as they feu, and onco more send

ing them flying into space, the mean-

while poising herself gracefully, and
lin utmost adroitness, on her

horse's back whllo he continued to gal
inn round and round the ring.

After this performance a thick board
nlaccd in the middle of the ring;

upon which a small circle of not more

than ono foot in diameter had been de-

scribed, and then Brigantina was
Tinncmd half a dozen small, glistening,
sharp-edge- d hatchets, which flew from

vf hands like arrows from a bow, ono
ofter the other, without touching or

Mr failinsr to enter the circle.
this exhibition of skill the

...,ince held its breath and gave a
Bigh of relief as Brigantina dismounted

agd the board wita the Bxes. 8tiukinK
' it was removed. -

They then chalked the girl's shoe

soles and away she went again to the
...iid strains of the music. Wilder and

wilder played the music, and ever more

daring became her postures, more ve-

hement her urging ,of the steed, until
11 CU flaw

he broke into a muu gaiiup.
nun the wind.
v held the barriers on, two, three,

five barriers over which sho went

perched on the smooth back of her

horse. With upraised arms, pressing

with her dainty feet she incited the

horse to still greater efforts, shouting
,..IT ' 1 t? n

-- u v. time: -- ueiuonci .u vn.
-- ooiarl Animo! Animo!"

nr switch whisked through the air,
'

her eyes flashed, her long, blue-blac- k

hair touched the tent-pole-s as she ca- -

,i mikI. Swift as an arrow the
....AAenpA beast rushed rasf with his
daring rider holding on by the toes of

CURIOUS EXPERIMENTS.

How Liquid Can I! Mud to Run I.'p Ib
utcatl of iiowil. j

A most singular and interesting ex
pcriment can be easily tried by the us
of a round goblet or tumbler nnd a
piece of tullo of fiuo mesh. Fill tho,
glass to tho brim with water, then, af--

ter moistening tho tullo thoroughly!
with water, place it over the mouth of
tho glass, pressing it down tightly to
the sides of the glass where it will nd- -

hero. Then presa the palm of the hand'

I
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firmly over tho mouth of the glass, so!

that no air can enter, and invert the)

glass quickly. Now, by drawing tlie(
glass slowly and laterally from off the;
hand (do not lift) it will bo found that)
tho water will remain, as if suspended,'
without support in tho nir; not a drop
will escape through the openings in thej
meshes of tho tulle, as shown by Fig. 1.;

In this connection, another remarka-- ;

bio experiment can bo made, if youi
have previously procured another glass
of the samo size or shapo nnd filled It
to tho brim with wine. Tlaco this
glass upon a plato and put the inverted
glass with tho water held by tho tulle
carefully and evenly so that tho edges
of tho two glasses will coincide, as
shown in Fig. 2.

Immediately tho red wino will com-

mence to mount Into tho water, and
the water displaces tho wine until a
complete interchange has been ef-

fected, which usually requires about
ten minutes. Tho glass upon which
tho tullo has been placed will now be
filled with wine.

Still another Interesting experiment
can bo mado by taking a glass and
placing in it a piece of burning paper.
Then, while the paper is burning, in-

vert the glass quickly into 0 deep dish

fill
Mm

FIO. 2.

or saucer filled with water. It will be
found that almost instantly the water
will bo drawn into the glass, although
the weight of the glass will hold its
edge firmly on the bottom of tho plato.
A singular thing about it is tho water
of itself cannot seek its level and with
draw again from tho glass. Onco a

Veek.

THE CANALS OF MARS.

Supposed to no tho AVork of tho Inhal
limits of That Globe.

It is not genotftiiii)' imown that the
planet Mars is jsnniied by parallel
bunds, the origin of which have been
the source of endless controversy.
From delicate measurements it has
been established that these bands are
from ten to a hundred miles in width,
and it was at first supposed that they.
were atmospheric phenomena, but of
late many incline to believe that they
are canals or stupendous waterways.

The interesting theory that tho
"canals" of the planet Mars arc actu-
ally the work of the inhabitants of
that globe has perhaps never had so
authoritative a recognition ns has just
been given to it by the distinguished
French astronomer, M. Faye. It is
worth while to read his own words on
this subject, as he addressed them to
tho Academy of Sciences in Paris re-

cently. Referring to the theory stated
above, he said:

"For my part I incline to adopt this
view provisionally. I imagine that
under the almost constantly clear sky-o-

Mars, in the absence of fecundating
rains and fertilizing rivers, tne con-
struction of these immense canals be-

came necessary in order to conduct the
slightly saline water of tho shallow
seas over the low-lyin- g continents.

"I suppose that tho labor of making
those canals must have been singular-
ly facilitated by the feebleness of grav-
ity and the slight density of tho
superficial laycrs.which it sufficed only
to scratch, so to speak, in order to
make way for tho water. But I am
quite ready also to accept other views,
if it is possible to make the numerous
details that wc possess upon this planet
accord better with them.",

The idea that beings resembling men
should be able to construct canals av
eraging eighty miles in width and
thousands of miles in aggregate length
has generally proved too staggering
for acceptance; but M. Faye is a scien-
tific astronomer, and it is at any rate
interesting to icarn that he does not
6ce any insuperable objection to tho
hyp jthesis.

Whrn the Candle Burns.
Candles will not burn in the air wben

the percentage of oxygen is less tliaa

SCHOOL AND CHURCH.

A decree has been entered in tho
supreme court restoring to the Mormon
church the property tuken from the
corporation,

Tho will of tho late
Dwlp'at W. Pardee, of the Conn tcticut
supremo court, leaves $25,000 to Trinity
college, Hartford.

Rev. Chauncey Giles, tho most emi-

nent Swedenborginn in America, died
at his home iu West Philadelphia re-

cently, in his eighty-firs- t year. As a
minister he had done great good, and
as an author he gave the doctrines of
the Church of tho New Jerusalem their
dourest and ablest presentation.

According to the Lutheran "Church
Almanac" for 1S94, there are now in
this country 00 Lutheran synods, 5,278

ministers, 0.013 congregations and
communicants. The Lutherans

maintain 2,040 parochial schools with
139,38(1 pupils. The largest Lutheran
branch is the Synodical conference,
which reports 4 4 1,1 29 members.

Tho chapel which the German em-

peror has built at his shooting-bo- x nt
Rominten, in East Prussia, was planned
by a Norwegian architect. Like tho
bunting-bo- x itself, it is of wood, and
its architectural style is that of the
old Norwegian churches, tho most
striking feature of which is the rich
decoration with carved emblems.

The Jewish priests were the civil
as well as the religious functionaries of
the state. Their otllee was one of great
profit as well as honor. In the timo of
Christ Cuiaphas owned all the dove
cotes around Jerusalem, wMle his fath-

er-in-law, Annas, had a monopoly of
the sheepfolds, and the income from the
temple sacrifices is estimated to have
amounted to four million dollars a yeur.

A canal boat now on duty on the
Erie canal is named the Good News. It
is covered with Gospel texts. Services
are held three times a day in its cabin
as it jou rneys from one town to the
next on its missionary trips.. A fish-pol- e

with tracts tied on the end is used
to reach passing boats, and little floats
with cardboard sails covered with
texts are sort away to do what good
they may. The International Evan-
gelistic association has control of this
floating mission-hous- e.

The treasurer's report of the Prot-
estant Episcopal missionary council,
at Chicago, showed the following ex-

penditures for the year ending Septem-
ber 1: Domestic missions, 1 120, 540.01;
Indian missions, $44,277.02; colored
missions, f.12,, 741. 71; foreign missions,
$172,890. 10; balance on hand, $42,930.
The amounts received during the year
for foreign and domestic missions
showed a slight decrease over the pre-
ceding year, while the receipts for gen-

eral raissions showed a corresponding"
increase.

Tho American Missionary society
. supports in the south 0 chartered in
stitutions, 29 normal and graded
schools, 43 common schools, in which
there are 389 instructors and 12,009
pupils. It also oversees 152 churches,
with a membership of about 9,000, and
a Sunday-schoo- l membership of over
15,000. Among the Indians it has 12
churches, with 702 members; 13 schools,
with 808 attendance, and 1,300 pupils in
the Sunday-schoo- l, all served by 90
teachers and ministers. Among the
Chinese there are 21 schools, with 1,215
pupils and 40 teachers. Outlook.

Gassendi, pronounced by Boyle to
bo "the greatest philosopher among
scholars and the greatest scholar
among philosophers," had, nt the age
of 12, so thoroughly mastereed 0.000
Latin verses as to be able to repeat
them either backward or forward with
perfect ease. After growing to man-
hood he is reported to have daily exer-
cised his mind by repeating from 003
to 1,000 verses in all modern European
languages. Cardinal Mezzofant, the
most remarkable linguist the world
has ever known, is said to have been
able to use every word of any consider-
able importance in over 100 different
languages, and to have been able to
carry on a conversation in forty-fiv- e or
fifty others.

IN SOUTHERN ITALY.

Passion Procession of Taranto, wllh Life
Size Jigures of Christ.

On Good Friday, March 81, we drove
into Taranto to see the Passion proces-
sion, says a traveler. It passed very
slowly down the Corso in tho midst of
a great moving crowd. The members
of the Confratcrnita, with wYiitc hoods
and veils, a twisted wreath of tfcfrn-stcm- s

around their foreheads, a white
soutane, blue sash and very pale lemon-colore- d

cape, marched barefoot before
each of tho palchi, or platforms. These
were carried on the shoulders of four
stalwart brothers of the order, assisted
by four men in civil dress. Life-siz- e

figures, realistically painted, told the
history of the Passion m six tableaux.

First came Christ, kneeling in the
garden, while a white-robe- d angel
stood beside and offered him the cup.
Then a terrible Christ at the llagella-
tion pillar, his bones laid bare at tho
shoulders, knees, ribs, the pallid flesh
tord with livid wales and bleeding
wounds. Then Christ, robed In the
purple with the crown of thorns the
Eco Homo. Then the crucifixion. Then
the black bier, with a huge black cross
above it. Then the chief piece of tho
whole show a dead white Christ, cov-
ered with a veil, placed upon a rich
mortuary bier. Besides the usual bear-
ers, four gentlemen of the city, in full
dress, held the four ends of the pall.
Among them ' was the magnificent
Marchese d'A , with Ms grand
swagger. "Che bella prosenza!" said
the people. Their lackeys in livery at-
tended these four noblemen.

The procession was terminated by a
Madonna Dolorosa, in ratier fashiona-
ble mourning, holding a red heart in
her hand. Priests and o iher brethren
of the Confraternita closed the cortege.
Three brass bands, sounding lugubri-
ous and impressive strains of music,
with cavernous drums and clashing
cymbals, kept up a continuous plangent
"uhilation as the pomp went slowly by.
It was evening ere it passed; lighted
lamps and wax torches made the two
last tableaux more impressive. Fort-
nightly Review.

The cool evening air blew softly In
through the curtains of the caravan iu
which Belli sat with Urigantina, hose
small hands ho hold tenderly In his
own. She gazed up r.t him, as if under
tho influence of some spell, with beaiu
ing oyca and a dreamy look. All was
quiet. Tho night ai. gently curesscd
the leaves of the lindens, whose sweet
scent, mingled with, the fresh sea
breeze, penetrated through the win-
dows of tho caravan, intoxicating they
lovers with its sweet in;onse.

"Yeur wife, Alessand-ro-, your wife at
last!" ho lisped softly, as if speaking
in a dream.

"Certainly, Brig.intinui, iu a few days
you'll bo my wife," answered tho circus
proprietor. "And then you'll be mine

mino alone."
Ho drew a ring from his finger.
"And I herewith pledgo myself and

my life, darling; this ring shall bind
us together, never to be severed, what-
ever our fates may be yea, unto
death!"

lirigantina glanced hastily at the
ring, and fervently pressed it tc her
lips. Then suddenly, with an almost
imperceptible movement she plucked
a tiny dagger from her belt, and prick-
ing her left arm with its sharp point
pressed the wound passionately to the
mouth of her beloved, lie kissed the
wound and endeavored to stanch it,
but she held her arm out of his reach,
allowing the blood to flow freely, and
exclaimed in a voice quivering with,
emotion:

"Thine, Alcssandro, for ever! For
theo I ain ready to shed my life's,
blood!"

Alessandro Belli had engaged a
second equestrienne; a golden-haire-

beauty, a proud, intriguing woman.
Jcannetto was born in an old, cele-

brated, professional family, who had
acquired considerable wealth in the
pursuit of their calling. A great por-
tion of her parents' money fell to
Jeannette's share, whose talents, how-

ever, were of too mean an order to gain
her admission into the higher branches
of her profession, and she was too fond,
of a roving life to settle down quietly
and live a happy and contented life.

After the arrival of this beauty Belli
underwent a change. He neglected.
Brigantina, and began to make ad-

vances to Jeannette.
This gypsy was a born speculator,

who scenting lucre desires to possess it
with the least possible trouble.

I often observed the dark threatening
glances of Brigantina, as she dug deep
into her lips with her white teeth.

"When shall we get married,
asked Belli, one afternoon.

"I have reconsidered tho matter,
Brigantina," replied he, coldly. "I am
too young to marry yet. I will strive to
earn more ' money, and you could also
do much better if you were to accept an
important engagement Go, and come
back rich, and help me to make a big
company out of this gypsy band."

She turned pale.
"You want mo to go in order to frr

yourself of your vow to me. I mus,
make way for this d beast 1

causo you covet her riches. Have yr u
forgotten your oath, Alessandro? Do
you want to break your solemn vov?"

"Don't be tiresome, Brigantina, 'but
go to where you belong!" rejoined Bolli,
imperiously.

The woman laughed scornfully.
"Ah! that's the way you talk to irte, is

it? Take care. Alessandro 1 see
through you. You want to be rid of
me to marry your Jeannette!

"You dream, girl I do not even think:
of such a thing. I am, however, only a

KISSED THE "WOUND.

poor dircctof who must see to how h&,

can earn his living best With the
company as it is there is nothing to ba
done, and that you know ngnt weu.-- ;

"I'll go and earn money, Alessandro;
but swear to me never to marry Jean-
nette."

"Brigantina, I am no longer a cliild!"
: "Swear, Alessandro; swear."
"Go to the !"
Quick as lightning Brigantina sprang

to one side, and seized hold of an ax.
"Swear, or by Heaven"

- And tho tigress threw the reflection
of the glistening blade on the torn can-

vas of the tent
Belli laughed mockingly.
He relied upon his brnte strength

and athletic skill, as be set about
wrenching the ax from her grasp, to
overcome her. ;

"Y'ou won't go of your own accord,
you she-devi- l, so I'll pitch you out
against your will, and if you don't
mind you'll find the whip cracking
about your ears! You dare to threaten
a Belli? You you poltroon!"

' This was enough.
Poltroon co wardl
That word stung her to the quick.

A wave of bipod diffused itself over the
face of tho gypsy girl, a hard, hissing,
animal like cry escaped her llos, and
the ax whizzed through the air. It
cntiUway into the stroller's throat
who fell to tho ground without a
sound, and his blood mingled with tho
freshly strewn sawdust on the floor, j

With a shrill laugh Brigantina went
out past his corpse she kuew that sho
had aimed well.

It was her last cast
The next day we drew her lifeless

body out of the river.
Only a few of the company followed

her coffin to the wall near the church-
yard, where her remains were laid
without Chan t or song ol spy kind,,

DUILDING AND SCIENCE

NATURE'S CORKSCREWS.

Really liemurkiible Kvlln of l'rdilRtr.rlo
Tlmi'8 IMSKOverril by a Svlentlllo Est
pmlltlon Iu the 1'iimous l'liio Illdaro I(o.
Clim Almost as True aa If Mmlo by
IiUtllO.
Among tho arrivals nt San Francisco

from Lincoln, Nob., ft day or two ogo
was Prof. T. II. Marshland, of the Ne-

braska Stato university, who had Just
completed two remarkable bcientifld
expeditions in quest of rare fossils.
Ono was to Tine lllilgo, ths famous
scene of tho rocont Sioux Indian out-

break, where ho and othcra discovered
myriads of a strangely curious fossil,
called by them "dovil's corkscrews."
Tho corkscrews nro as much ns 8 foet
long, actual corkscrews in shape, ami
arc often 8 inches through. Ho esti-
mates that thero nro 400 square miles
of them, yet, strange to sny, notwith-
standing tho vast number of scMentitio

expeditions hitherto, none of them
have been discovered before. Tho
corkscrews are silicate, and they nro
found in a silicious sandstone. In
many places thoy stick through tho
Eand'rock of tho hills, tho stones being
worn off by tho clement, and sll'eato
spiral being- - harder, It has remained.
It is no trouble, tho professor says, to
6trip tho sand away from them. It is
rather soft, and the men can work fast,

Some of tho strange silicate spirals
are coiled about a central spiral, liko
a grapevine about a tree. Then at the
bottom of a root of the spire are curl
ous protuberances each way, and ris-
ing toward tho surface of the ground
nt something like thirty-on- o degrees.
They nro often quite ns long as tho
corkscrew spiral.

"Theso corkscrews which stick out
over Tine Ridge border on tho Bad
LaDds," said Prof. Marshland, "are

ii
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most singular things. Nobody knows
what they are or how they were made.

"At first it was thought by. soino that
tho spirals were caused by some sort of
a burrowing, the theory being that
somo animal had burrowed, rabbit-
like, nnd that the holo had filled with
silicious sand and hardened. But this
theory wouldn't do, because It ap-

peared that whatever tho spirals were
they wcro of marine formation, and,
Whether animal of vegetable, had
grown under tho sea.

"From all wo could gather wc aro
inclined to believe the corkscrows aro
a curious form of the sponge, yet even
that is by no means certain. If they
ore sponges they would, under the
spectrum, show certain specks which
mark tho sponge, nnd once Trof. Bar-
bour thought ho did see one or two, but
he couldn't be sure of this. Other re-

markable things wero what we found
imbedded in them and forming a part.
Once wo found tho skeleton of a little
nnimal like a rat and nt another time
wc found the skeleton of a snake."

The corkscrew region extends from
the Niobrara river to the Tine Ridge
and almost to tho Hat Creek basin.
The corkscrews are almost as true an
if mado by a lathe, and arc right-hande- d

and left-hande- d indiscriminately.
The groat transverse pieces called rhi-
zomes, or underground stems, project
in nil directions out of tho banks and
bluffs like logs. Some are as large as
ordinary barrels, others as large as
hogsheads. When half disclosed in the
bluffs they look like large sawlogs.

A singular thing was found in the
use of the plumb line. A corkscrew
over 8 foet 8 inches long was tested by
the line and it was found that from
top to bottom tho whirls of tho screw
varied but one-eight- h of an inch in the
case of one coil, in others still less.
Generally speaking, tho corkscrews
are of marvelous perfection, and they
are so great as regards size as to utter-
ly dwarf a man standing beside them.

Tower of tho Atmosphere).

Somibody has made the calculation
ihat, taking tho quantities roughly
nnd in round numbers, tho atmosphere
weighs about a ton to every squara
foot of the earth's surface, 25,000,000
tons per square mile, or 5,000.000,000,-000,00- 0

tons on a total of 200,000,000
square miles; and its energy is that due
to tho motion of this inconceivable
mass, nt velocities varying all the way
from the slightest zephyr to the hurri-
cane and the cyclone, rushing over the
prairio or along tho surface of thz sea
at wore than 100 miles an hour,
Again, according to this authority, a
cubic mile of air, weighing about
10,00u,000,000 pounds, develops, nt the
rnte of motion of the cyclone, some
4,000,000,000,000 "foot tons" of energy,
and if all were employed at such rate
for the performance of work, useful or
destructive, this number of "foot
pounds" would be equivalent to more
than 2,000.000.000,000,000 Jiorse power

Tl e Oldest Iron Kettle.
The first iron-castin- g made in

America was at the Saugus Iron works,
In 1042. It was a kettle or three-legge- d

pot, weighing two pounds ana a
quarter, and holding one quart. It
was claimed ss a part of the purchase
consideration by the owner of the land
upon, which the works were built.
After descending as an heirloom from
generation to generation, It has re-
certly presented to the towu of
Lynn, Mass., by a descendant, of the
original owner.-- .

Senators .Tames Z. Georgo, of Mis
sissippi, nnd A. H. Colquitt, of Georgia,
and S. B. Maxey, of .Texas,
all of whom wcreotllcers in tho confed-

erate army, are on the Mexican pension
roll.

Prof. Cuming, M. D., to whom Mr.
Gladstone has tendered a baronetcy, is
an eminent Irish physician and a pro-

fessor in tho queen's college at Belfast.
Ilia daughter married a son of Sir
Charles Russell.

' Mr. Charles Francis Adams has
written a liook entitled "Massachu-
setts; Its Historians nnd Its History."
He convicts tho state of a long practice
of religions intolerance and historians
of ignoring the discreditable fact

Van Roberts, a hotelkeeper at
Rush Hill, Mo., has fallen heir to $(W,-00- 0

left him by John Bennett, who
died at Las Vegas, N. M. Roberts
saved Bennett from drowning in the
Sangamon river near Decatur, 111.,

twenty years ago.
Clarence King, formerly director

of the United States geological survey,
well known ns a man of science and
of letters and conspicuous in the social
and club life of New York and New-
port, has become insane and has been
sent to an asylum.

Prof. Weinhold has been elected
rector of the university of Berlin to
succeed Prof. Rudolf Virchow, whose
term ended at the beginning of the
present semester. Dr. Virchow lias
been appointed a member of tho uni-
versity senate by the new rector.

Charles L. Nichols, who died re-

cently nt Lyons Farm, N, J., was tho
original promoter of the elevated rail
road system, He Was made secretary
of tho New York company, but was
ousted when the Gould management
took possession of the "watered" cor
poration.

Daniel Webster liked to make re
marks of a character intended to puz
zle simple minds. Stopping to dinner
one day at a country inn, on his way to
Marshfield,he was nsked by the hostess
if he usually had a good appetite.
'Madam, answered ebstcr, "I some

times eat more than I do at other times,
but never less." Argonaut.

No matter at what timo of the day
you call upon Pension Commissioner
Lochren you will find hun smoking,
nnd not a cigar either. Be is devoted
to his pipe, and it is an elaborate affair
of briarwood, and as large ns a teacup.
Ho recieves no visitors until he lights
this pipe in the morning, and receives
none after he puts it out nt night.

Mrs. Isabella Bird 'Bishop, Whoso
entertaining books of travel are well- -

known, is the first woman ever invited
to address the British house of coin'
mons. She had a remarkable expert
ence of travel in Koordistan, nnd was
summoned before the English parlia'
ment to tell what she had seen of
Christiana in that remote country.

Miss Ella Knowles, who was de'
feated for tho attorney-generalshi- p of
Montana by a small majority, and'was
then appointed assistant by her suc
cessful competitor, recently secured, in
favor of her state before the interior
department In Washington, a decision
involving about two hundred thousand
dollars' worth of school lands In Mon
tana.

HUMOROUS.

It's concentration of thought thnt
tells In our dully endeavor. Just Watch
the face of the small boy when he is
taking aim at a tramp cat.

Bad Boy (gleefully) "I had the
earache this morning." Good Bov
"What good is that?" Bad Boy "Me
mother put cotton in mo cars and now
I don't hear 'er when sho calls." Good
News.

Market Man "I know just what
you want; nice spring chickens the "
Mrs. Allstyle "No, indeed. I want tho
latest fall styles that are out." Inter-Ocea-

Ada "If you want to get her,
don't be so abjectly devoted. You sim-

ply cheapen yourself in her eyes."
Frank "Then she will take me. Jen-
nie never could resist a bargain."
Brooklyn Life.

Upstreete(sympathctically) "Poor
Lushley! He is going to the bad so fast
there will soon be no hope for him."
Yager (who has seen the ticket) "Yes;
his watch is beyond redemption now."

Buffalo Courier.
"I guess the man in the next flat

must bo awfully profane." "Why, how
do yon know? Ho only moved in yes-
terday." "I know, but I saw ono of
his roomers carrying in a banjo and a
flute." Inter-Ocea-

"Whatebbah you does," said Uncle
Ebon to his eldest boy, "doan be sah-casti- c.

Er man dat keeps alius tryin'
ter shoot Folly ez sho flies run er heap
o' resk ob bein' hurt by de kick ob his
own gun." Washington Star.

Half Killed. "Do you want some
nice pork, sir?" said the butcher to an
Irishman, who was intently regarding
half of a hog hanging outside the door.
"No sore! Oi was only wondherin'
whin ye was goin' to kill the other half
o' that pig."

Pipkin "I doubt if iron enters
very largely into tho composition of
tho human body." Potts "Why?"
Tipkin "I've, noticed that when a man
is hot it doesn't improve his temper to
throw cold water on him." Kate
Field's Washington.

Girl (in the service of tho stingy
wife of the colonel to grocer) "One
penn'orth of sugar, one penn'orth of
coffee, and a ha'porth of cinnamon."
Grocer (handing her the parcel)
"There's the lot You're having a fam-
ily party this evening, I suppose?"
Feuerabend.

Mrs. Pneumonie "I was so pro-
voked at the art museum to-da- There
was a painting there which they told
me was painted by a man by the name
of Murillo. If you believe me, it was
only a copy of that beautiful chromo oi
ours over the parlor mantel. I don't
know'who this Murillo is, but I think
it's shameful that he should be allowed
thus to cheapen works of art; and I
diuiVt hesitate to let the people know
just how I felt about it" Boston

insufficient Ihe trustees say that
they are now so overcrowded ns to in-

terfere with the comfort and successful
treatment of the patients. There were
only five hundred nnd fifty inmates of
the asylum in 1873; this year nearly
two thousand were treated, and thcro
were over sixteen hundred on hand at
the close of the year. Baltimore Sun.

Crysanthcmtimsof any Variety limy
be propagated from tho slips,
and tho blossoms that florists sell often
havo a stalk long enough to furnish
three or four cuttings. The cuttings
have an astonishing vitality, and if
planted In a pot of earth that is kept
constantly moist they will, in a large
percentage of cases, root and prosper
without once losing the appearance of
freshness. Some florists keep on hand
only a single plant of each variety, nnd
from these make all their cuttings for
new plants.

The only raven at tho Central park
zoological garden in New York is a bird
of some accomplishments. He was im-

ported from Europe, and for some time
belonged to a gentleman living in tho
upper part of Manhattan island. Tho
bird had learned to crow like a cock
and to cluck like a hen, and he turned
these accomplishments to account Jt
was his habit to excite the curiosity of
his master's chickens by a display of
his mimic powers, nnd whenever a
chicken thrust a head into his cage to
nip off that head as if with a pair of
sharp shears

The West Shore railroad owns the
remains of Old Bound Top, a historic
stone house near Canajoharie. The
house was built about 1750, and was
once a dwelling and a store. Its first
owners were Jeremiah Van Rensselaer
and Archibald Kane, tho latter an an-
cestor of Dr. Kane, the Arctic explorer,
nnd of the Kanes of New York. Hero
the Kanes carried on a great mercan-
tile business, and It was in tho rear of
Round Top that ono of the merchant
family fought a duel with the father of
Gen. J. S. Wadsworth. Much of the
old house has been destroyed by fire,
ns it war, long the resort of tramps and
Italian laborers who recklessly built
fires within its walls.

Matthew Arnold speaks somewhere
of the' crude pottery produced at a great
English factory for tho American and
colonial market?. Whatever may be
the truth as to tho colonics of Ifreat
Britain, tho American market now de-

mands Hot only tasteful pottery, but
in the case of somo manufacturers a
greater variety and beauty than arc de-

manded in Great Britain. It is noto-
rious that while British housewives are
content with a few pat-
terns in the matter of table linen, the
English manufacturers are forced not
only to produce linen of excellent qual-
ity for the American market, but to en-

rich their product with a great variety
of beautiful patterns.

Mr. Kerr Craige, third assistant
postmaster-genera- l, has submitted his
annual report to Postmaster-Genera- l

Bissell. His financial statement is as
follows: Letter postage paid in money
(mado up principally of balances duo
from foreign postal administrations),
$72,305.81; box rents, $3,492,330.00; fines
and penalties, $22,347.0S; sales of post-
age stamps, stamped envelopes, news-
paper wrappers and postal cards,

receipts from unclaimed dead
letters, $12,537.57; miscellaneous re-

ceipts, $24,127.12; total ordinary postal
revenue, $74,983,807.77. Receipts from
money order business, $914,005.39; total
receipts from all sources, $75,890,933.10.
Tho profit to the government on
special delivery business was, $80,
970.59.

Although the system of proprietary
clubs, so common in London, has never
flourished hero, there arc signs that
something of the kind may come about,
since the difficulties of running a club
successfully are in large part centered
In the fact that the offices, having no
considerable direct pecuniary interest
in tho club, are unable to give its ex
penditures that close attention so
necessary to economy. Some clubs in
desperation throw themselves upon the
mercy of their stewards, and permit
them to be general purchasing agents,
of course with the privilege of making
their little 'ommissions. Tho unau-
thorized exVtion of commissions from
club emplo.'Ts is so common as to have
become noiious and actual embezzle-
ment of clu funds by cashiers and the
like are probably more common than
tha public supposes.

A DlHlcnlt Operation.
Star photography Is one of tho most

tedious operations known. In some
eases tho exposure of tho plate must
last for severaJ hours. During all this
timo both the plate and tho telescope
must be moveA so that the image of the
star will be stationary on the plate.
The exposure for a star of the sixteenth
tnagniture is two hours, and only the
image of one at a time can be secured
unless those adjoining happen to bo of
tho same size. Chicago Post
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